From these experiments M. Scheerer concludes, that as the addition of distilled water cannot deoxidate the colouring matter, while neutral salts cannot add oxygen to it, and the actual addition of oxygen does not produce a red colour in the blood, the change produced on the colour of the blood cannot be a chemical one. If the act of respiration in the living body, and the addition of a neutral salt to the blood out of the body produce the same change in the colour of the hsematosin, it is possible that .they both exert the same physical action on the envelopes of the blood corpuscles.
Products of the oxidation of Protein. Buhring made an incision into this small fluctuating tumour, when a quantity of clear serous fluid escaped; and the wound being enlarged, allowed him to discover that the ill-developed supernumerary head contained a small brain with two distinct hemispheres, the convolutions of which were distinctly marked, and which were separated from each other by a falciform process. Notwithstanding this discovery, he determined to remove this supernumerary head by ligature, as it seemed only to be connected with the proper head by soft parts. A strong waxed ligature was, therefore, passed around it; and it was observed that, in proportion as it was tightened, the respiration, previously easy, became painful and hurried, the pulse more frequent, the pupils of the eyes dilated, the vessels of the true face and scalp strongly injected with blood, and the jugular vein projected as a tense cord. The jugular vein was, therefore, opened before the ligature was drawn to its full tightness. About three ounces of blood were allowed to flow, after which all the disagreeable symptoms disappeared, except a slight difficulty of breathing, and some slight irregular (convulsive ?) movements in the limbs. The child after this freely took the breast, and remained quiet, and fell asleep for a couple of hours after the operation, after which Dr Buhring left; but when he returned next day the child was dead. The supernumerary head did not communicate with the other by medullary matter, but only by means of nerves, bloodvessels, and a prolongation of the dura mater. The brain consisted of two hemispheres, a pons varoft, and the commissure; the crura cerebri and all the other parts at the base of the brain were wanting. It was covered by the usual membranous envelopes.
TOXICOLOGY.
Nine persons poisoned ly roots oj Henbane. (Encyclog raph ie Medicate, March 1844.)?A woman collected in a fallow field a quantity of the roots of hyosciamus in mistake for parsneps, which she knew had been sown there. They were boiled in soup along with other pot-herbs, and the soup and vegetables were pronounced excellent by all the family. Nine persons partook of the soup, and very shortly afterwards they felt extremely uneasy, experienced an acrid and bitter taste which excited nausea. Their pupils became dilated and they could not see distinctly; their extreme uneasiness prevented them from remaining in one place, and they were shortly afterwards attacked with convulsions and continued delirium. They successively lost the power of vision, of hearing, and of voice, and fell into a state of prostration, with insurmountable stupor and somnolency. Emetics and a stimulant plan of treatment being immediately had recourse to, saved the lives of all. labouring under paralysis and insanity, swallowed by mistake about a halfounce of cantharides plaster, containing scarcely two drachms of the powder of cantharides. Within a quarter of an hour his mistake was discovered, and an emetic being administered, the greater portion was ejected, enveloped in much glairy mucus. Mucilaginous drinks were then administered. Within two hours and a half, his lips, and the whole mucous membrane of the mouth, were red, and covered with small blisters. Seven hours after this coldness of the body came on, and the pulse could scarcely be felt. He recovered somewhat, but sunk, with all the symptoms of exhaustion, 24 hours after swallowing the cantharides. No erection of the penis was observed during life; but it was livid, and the urine which was passed was mixed with blood.
Besides marks of ancient lesions in the brain, its vessels were found gorged with blood, the ventricles and between the convolutions filled with serous fluid. The cerebral substance was injected and softened. The heart and lungs were healthy. The internal surface of the stomach was covered with red points, interspersed here and there with ecchymosis, in the centre of which was seen an adhering particle of the cantharides powder. The intestines appeared healthy. The kidneys were very red and gorged with blood, and slightly granular. 
